
Eunice Huthart (n  ée   Archer)  

Eunice became a household name as “Blaze” in the popular TV series "Gladiators", which opened the door to her later 
career as a stunt-woman and, more recently a restaurateur.  She puts her success down to the foundation gained from 
training under the guidance of coaches at Liverpool Harriers during her teenager years.

Eunice Archer was born on November 2nd 1966 and was brought up in the Childwall area of the city.  She attended 
Gateacre Comprehensive School and took an interest in sport from an early age.  Her mother wanted Eunice to dance, 
but Eunice wanted to fight!  Eventually a compromise was agreed and she took up athletics.

Although the youngster was a bit of a joker and frequently involved in harmless 
mischief,  when she was competing there was no one more competitive and 
determined.  Starting off as a javelin thrower, she moved on to the Heptathlon. 
She  competed  at  the  English  Schools  Championships  and  was  the  county 
champion in both the Javelin and Heptathlon in her age group.  She reckons 
that it was Ben Laing who taught her the importance of focussing totally on her 
event.   Under  his  guidance,  Eunice  was  delighted  to  to  run  a  sub  60secs 
400metres, and  threw the Javelin 37.20m in 1986.

Eunice  feels  privileged  that  she  had  such  excellent  coaches  as  Ben,  Reg 
Tregunna, Ivy Williams, Bob Birrell and, as the photo shows, she got help from 
Mike Holmes.   Eunice  also remembers  the  influence of  her  team manager, 
Margaret  Cheetham, who helped and supported her  through her  time at  the 
Club.  She pays tribute to all these people who guided her and she feels they 
helped her to achieve her success outside athletics.

Eunice’s fitness and competitive nature was the ideal background for the TV 
"Gladiators"  series  and  the  scouser  made  her  first  appearance  in  1994, 
becoming the female series champion in the same year.  She was to return to 
the show as a Gladiator as “Blaze” - the only UK contender to ever become a 
Gladiator.  Her success saw her carve out a successful job as a stunt-woman, 
working much of her time in Hollywood, on films and TV series such as "The 
Fifth Element", "Titanic", "The Avengers", and the "Tomb Raider" series.  She 
frequently doubled for Angelina Jolie, Bob Hopkins (!), Milla Jovovich, and 
Uma Thurman.

Today the former Gladiator champion still does stunt work, but also has a busy 
lifestyle  running  a  successful  restaurant  and  raising  her  teenage  daughter 
Carlie.  She is married to Mark and living in Childwall.

It does make you wonder just what she might have achieved if she had stayed 
in athletics. 


